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Ohio Health Modernization Movement Champions HIV Law
Reform Bill at Ohio Statehouse

Driving Change in Ohio: Advocates Rally for Groundbreaking HIV Law Reforms at

Statehouse

COLUMBUS, OH — Today, led by the Ohio Health Modernization Movement (OHMM)),
a coalition of advocacy groups and community leaders including prominent healthcare
professionals and advocates, convened at the Ohio Statehouse to support the passage
of House Bill 498 (HB498) and House Bill 513 (HB513). These legislative measures aim
to update and eliminate discriminatory laws that disproportionately affect people living
with HIV.

Repealing Outdated Penalties: The Case of HB498

House Bill 498, introduced by Rep. Sara Carruthers, seeks to repeal section 2927.13 of
the Revised Code in Ohio, which unjustly penalizes individuals with HIV who attempt to
donate blood or plasma. Tracy Jones, Executive Director of the AIDS Taskforce of
Greater Cleveland (ATGC), expressed strong support: "HB498 aims to decriminalize
blood donation by individuals living with HIV, removing outdated punitive measures that
unfairly target those living with HIV/AIDS. The current law serves no practical purpose
for protecting the blood supply, as every donation is rigorously screened for HIV."

Caracole has also voiced approval, emphasizing the need for scientifically informed
policies. "Laws that criminalize HIV are based on an outdated understanding of HIV and
only help to further stigma. We at Caracole welcome this progress and look forward to
further action and reduced HIV stigma," stated Caracole.
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Expert Voices: Medical and Advocacy Insights

The event featured influential speakers, including Dr. Ashley Lipps from The Ohio State
University Wexner Medical Center and Dr. Olivia Nathan, PharmD, MPH, AHHIVP, who
discussed the crucial intersection of healthcare policy and HIV care.

Nate Albright, MSN, RN, FNP-BC, AAHIVS, Director-At-Large of the Association of
Nurses in AIDS Care, emphasized the healthcare perspective: “It is crucial for Ohio
lawmakers to recognize that HIV is not a crime; it is a health condition that requires the
supportive network of health care professionals across the state dedicated to ending the
HIV epidemic.”

HIV advocates Randle Moore and Bryan Jones, members of the OHMM Steering
Committee, shared their personal stories and the detrimental impacts of current laws on
those living with HIV, highlighting the critical need for legislative reform.

Broader Legal Reforms: The Impact of HB513 House Bill 513 addresses broader
issues within the HIV law statutes advocating for more equitable and just legal
frameworks.

Dr. Rhea Debussy, Director of External Affairs at Equitas Health, underscored the
significance of these bills: “HIV criminalization laws are informed by stigma, not science.
The introduction of HB 498 and HB 513 is an important step towards modernizing Ohio
Revised Code. In our state, HIV criminalization laws are disproportionately used against
women and Black Ohioans. Modernizing our laws will help to address the inequity and
stigma facing people living with HIV here in Ohio.”

A Call to Action: Mini-Lobby Day and Advocacy Resources Today’s Mini-Lobby Day
featured direct engagements with legislators, driven by a diverse group of healthcare
professionals, people living with HIV, and advocates, all rallying under OHMM's
leadership for systemic change.

Advocates are encouraged to stay informed and engaged. Educational resources,
including a tutorial on effectively advocating for HB498, are available on the coalition's
website. Detailed information about the legislative process and updates on the Ohio
House Criminal Justice Committee's review of HB498 can also be found online.

"This is a pivotal moment in our ongoing fight for justice and equality. Our community
deserves laws that protect, not harm. Your support is crucial in this journey towards
more just and equitable legislation. The safety of the blood supply will not be
compromised. People living with HIV will remain ineligible for blood donation and
the blood supply will continue to be rigorously screened for potential blood borne
pathogens including HIV, hepatitis B and hepatitis C. OHMM stated.

For more information or to support these efforts, please visit www.ohmodernizenow.org
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About OHMM: At OHMM, Our mission is to mobilize a broad coalition, including
individuals and communities who are disproportionately impacted by HIV, to replace
fear-based, stigmatizing laws that criminalize HIV status with evidence-based,
nondiscriminatory laws that protect public health.

About Caracole: Caracole is an AIDS service organization providing comprehensive
HIV prevention, housing and case management services.

About Equitas Health: Equitas Health is a nonprofit community healthcare system
founded in 1984. We are one of the nation’s largest LGBTQ+ and HIV/AIDS-serving
organizations, serving tens of thousands of patients in Ohio, Texas, Kentucky, and West
Virginia.

About AIDS Taskforce of Greater Cleveland: Established in 1983, The AIDS
Taskforce of Greater Cleveland (ATGC) stands as Ohio's premier and most extensive
AIDS Service Organization (ASO). Each year, ATGC delivers crucial social and medical
services to nearly 1,000 individuals living with HIV, while also offering prevention
services to more than 25,000 people at the highest risk of contracting the virus
responsible for AIDS.
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Kim Welter, OHMM Facilitator flanked by members of the coalition at the Ohio
Statehouse.
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